In vitro interaction of M. leprae-infected Schwann cells and splenic cells.
The interaction between M. leprae-infected cultured Schwann cells and sensitized splenic cells was noted both under light and electron microscopy. No evidence of cytomorphological changes in infected Schwann cells was obtained. However, sensitized splenic cells were noted to undergo degenerative changes suggestive of the phenomenon of apoptosis. Subsequently a large number of these degenerated cells were observed within the Schwann cell. Such a process has not been hitherto reported in the histopathology of leprous nerves. Nevertheless, these findings indicate an aberrant metabolic function in M. leprae-infected Schwann cells.